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Summer sun, 
spotty storms 


$2 6 91°/78° See 30A 
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Cohen pleads guilty 
in hush-money scheme 


m Michael Cohen, President Donald Trump’s former lawyer, says he 
coordinated with Trump to pay off two women before 2016 election. 


BY DEVLIN BARRETT, 
CAROL D. LEONNIG, PHILIP BUMP 
AND RENAE MERLE 


Washington Post 


NEW YORK 

President Donald Trump’s former 
lawyer Michael Cohen pleaded guilty 
Tuesday in a Manhattan courthouse 
to eight violations of banking, tax and 
campaign finance laws, telling a fed- 
eral judge that he worked to silence 
two women before the 2016 election 
at the direction of then-candidate 


DUAL COURTROOM DRAMAS 


A one-two punch for the 
Trump administration 


Trump. 

Cohen pleaded guilty to five counts 
of tax evasion, one count of making a 
false statement to a bank and two 
campaign finance violations: willfully 
causing an illegal corporate contribu- 
tion and making an excessive cam- 
paign contribution. 

“Guilty, your honor” Cohen said 
eight times as Judge William Pauley 
read the counts. 

The longtime attorney for Trump 


Manafort 


SEE COHEN, 2A 


BY MATT ZAPOTSKY, 
LYNH BUI, TOM JACKMAN 
AND DEVLIN BARRETT 


Washington Post 


dent’s associates. 


A jury has found former Trump 
campaign chairman Paul Manafort 
guilty on tax and bank fraud charges 
—a major if not complete victory for 
special counsel Robert Mueller as he 
continues to investigate the presi- 


Manafort guilty of tax, 
bank-fraud charges 


m Paul Manafort, ex-campaign chairman for Trump, was convicted on 8 
counts of tax and bank fraud; a mistrial was declared on other charges. 


and said it was deadlocked on the 
other 10. U.S. District Court Judge 
T.S. Ellis declared a mistrial on 
those charges. 

Manafort stood impassively, his 
hands folded in front of him, and 
showed little reaction as the clerk 
read the word “guilty” eight sep- 
arate times. As through most of the 
three-week trial, Manafort showed 
no apparent emotion as he looked at 
the six women and men who con- 


The jury convicted Manafort on 
eight of the 18 counts against him 


SEE MANAFORT, 2A 
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Is fugitive 
‘drug-dealer 
really his 
‘innocent 
twin brother? 
‘It’s a mystery 


m Raul Prado, a marijuana trafficker serving 
: prison time in Georgia, was arrested in 


_ _ Miami one day after his escape from a 


RED HUBER AP file | Dec. 1, 2017 ; 


Manatees swim with their calves at Blue Spring State Park in Orange City. Ever since Jacques Cousteau featured them in a 1972 
television documentary called “Forgotten Mermaids,” manatees have been a popular symbol of Florida’s natural bounty. 


More manatees have died in Florida so 
far this year than in all of 2017; here’s why 


BY CRAIG PITTMAN 
Tampa Bay Times 


ST. PETERSBURG 

The number of manatee deaths in 
Florida this year has already exceeded 
the total for all of 2017. 

Blame Red Tide, which is suspected of 
killing more than 100 of them. 

So far, 554 manatees have died in 
2018, with four months left to go. Last 
year’s total was 538. 

As of Aug. 18, the most recent date for 
the running total, the Red Tide bloom 
had been verified as the cause of death 
for 29 manatees, and was suspected of 
killing another 74. That makes a total of 
103 that appear to have fallen prey to the 
lingering toxic algae. 

Most of the suspected or confirmed 
Red Tide victims were found dead in 
Charlotte, Lee and Collier counties, but 
one recently turned up floating in Terra 


m The Red Tide bloom has been 
suspected in the deaths of more than 
100 manatees, but there are other 
factors at play as well. Among them: 
a larger-than-usual number killed 

by speeding boats. 


Ceia Bay in Manatee County. 

“We find that the primary route is 
through ingestion of seagrass that has the 
toxins on it,” Dr. Martine de Wit of the 
state’s marine mammal pathology lab- 
oratory in St. Petersburg said Monday. 

Other factors are at play as well, De 
Wit said. A big cold snap early in the year 
proved deadly for manatees, and the 
number of manatees killed by speeding 
boats is above the five-year average, she 
said. The number killed by boats so far in 
2018 is 81. 

Other variables, she said, include pop- 
ulation size and location. For each of the 
past four years, biologists have counted 


Florida’s waterways. 

“Numbers like these also have to be 
taken into context with the possibly in- 
creasing size of the manatee population 


and local abundance variations from year | ‘ ee . ; 
, _ judge to release the jailed man immediately. 


to year,” she explained. “If more mana- 
tees hang out in more urban areas, one 
can assume that more carcasses will be 
found as opposed to years where they 
may get unnoticed.” 

Save the Manatee Club president Pat 
Rose said this is part of a pattern that his 
group predicted last year when the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service decided mana- 
tees should not be listed as endangered 
anymore. 

“The Fish and Wildlife Service said all 
this was under control, and it’s being 
shown that it’s not under control,” Rose 
said. 

He predicted that it would be “really 


SEE MANATEES, 4A 


: claims. 


: story of mistaken 
identity — or of 

: an imaginative 
more than 6,000 manatees swimming in : D 
: fugitive — un- 

: folded this 

» week in Miami- 
: Dade’s criminal 


: prison detail. The man behind bars claims 
: he’s a twin brother wrongfully arrested. 


| BY DAVID OVALLE 
i dovalle@miamiherald.com 


Raul Prado is a marijuana trafficker who 


_ was serving prison time in Georgia when he 
: escaped, set off a massive manhunt and was 


captured only one day later 600 miles away 


: in Miami. 


Jean Vernet Prado is a twin brother in 


Miami who insists he was wrongfully arrest- 
: ed under his = —= 
_ sibling’s identity. 


Or, so he 


The strange 


Raul Prado, left, escaped in 
May. The man at right was 
arrested as the fugitive but 
claims he is Raul’s twin. 


con by a wanted 


courthouse when a defense lawyer asked a 


“Jean Vernet Prado is not a fugitive from 


_ justice in any jurisdiction,” Miami defense 
: lawyer Jonathan Meltz wrote in a motion 
: filed Monday. 


If Jean Prado is indeed a real twin, he might 


: have to take a trip to Georgia first so prison 

: officers can officially compare his fingerprints 
: to those on file for Raul Prado. But when he 

: gets there remains unclear. 


After three months behind bars in Miami, 


: federal marshals on Tuesday morning whisked 
: him away from a Miami jail before a judge 

: could hear his case. Then, on Tuesday eve- 

: ning, marshals returned him to the Turner 

: Guilford Knight Correctional Center in West 


SEE TWINS, 4A 


LOCAL & STATE 


12-FOOT GATOR 
SNAGGED 


A commercial pilot from 
Cooper City reeled in one 
of the largest alligators 


caught in Florida from 
Lake Okeechobee, 4A 


AMERICAS 


QUAKE SHAKES 
VENEZUELA COAST 


Power outages were also 
reported in nearby Trinidad 
from the powerful quake, 
which had an estimated 
magnitude of 7.3, NA 
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